
May 2020 
 
Dear AP European History Students, 
 
Welcome to AP European History! The AP Program allows highly motivated students the 
opportunity to complete rigorous course material that is equivalent to a freshmen college 
course. AP European History covers the period from the Renaissance (ca. 1450 AD) to the 
present and stresses the value of higher level thinking skills, effective essay preparation, 
writing, and source document analysis. There will be an extensive amount of reading for the 
course, approximately 10 to 12 pages per night. 
 
The Purpose of the AP European Summer Assignment 
 
We must cover nearly 600 years of European History in nine months, so it is imperative that we 
have a “spring-board” that helps us delve more quickly into this dense course material. Your 
summer assignments will give you the opportunity to sharpen your knowledge of European 
geography and demonstrate your reading and writing skills while you build context for the 
course. If you have any questions pertaining to the Summer Assignment or any other questions 
about the course, feel free to email me at greg.koziuk@bvhs.org. I normally respond within 
24-48 hours. 
 
Please download McKay AP European Textbook - A History of Western Society (11th 
Edition) from Book Locker and download it to your IPad. 
 
Finally, remember that this course is the equivalent of a college-level survey course in European 
History. The amount of work and expectations are congruent with a college-level course. 
Although challenging, this course is not impossible! If you put in the effort and have a positive 
attitude about learning, you will be successful!  
 
When you confront challenges this year, just remember the words of the St. Francis of Assisi, 
“Start by doing what’s necessary; then do what’s possible; and suddenly you are doing the 
impossible.”  
 
I look forward to meeting you in August and reading your summer assignments! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
 
 
Mr. Koziuk 
 
 
  

mailto:greg.koziuk@bvhs.org


Summer Assignments 
 
Assignment #1 Machiavelli Essay: Read Machiavelli’s The Prince. Choose one contemporary 
European leader, who has been in power since 1900. Research this leader’s biography, 
especially his or her political style and accomplishments or failures. Once you have researched 
this European leader, write an essay addressing the following topic: 
 
ESSAY TOPIC: Consider whether and how your chosen leader’s life does or does not show that 
Machiavelli’s advice to leaders is still relevant today. As you discuss the life and work of your 
leader, make sure that you include (and cite) relevant quotes from “The Prince.” (at least 1 
quote per per paragraph) 
 
This essay should be 5 paragraphs long, typed, double space, size 12 Font with correct 
grammar, spelling and punctuation, MLA format. 
 
Use academic language (no contractions, no first or second person, NO SLANG! This is a 
college course, not a casual conversation) and most importantly it must contain a strong thesis. 
 
Also attach a bibliography and works cited page of the sources used to research your European 
leader. To create a bibliography, go to www.bibme.org. 
 
Do not plagiarize!!! You must cite pages and USE YOUR OWN WORDS!!! Any 
plagiarism/cheating will result in an F on the ENTIRE summer assignments, reporting to 
administration and the removal from the AP European course.  
 
Assignment #2 European Geography:  Learn the locations of the countries and physical 
features of Europe. Practice the Europe Countries Map Quiz and the Physical Features Map 
Quiz on Seterra. You will take both of these quizzes for a grade during the first week of school. 
 
Assignment #3 The Later Middle Ages: Read Chapter 11: The Later Middle Ages in your AP 
European History textbook, McKay A History of Western Society (12th Edition) pgs. 12 to 36. 
Write a paragraph in response to each focus question: 
 

1. How did climate change shape the late Middle Ages? 
2. How did the plague reshape European society? 
3. What were the causes, course, and consequences of the Hundred Years’ War? 
4. Why did the church come under increasing criticism? 
5. What explains the social unrest of the late Middle Ages? 

 
The purpose of this assignment is to introduce you to our textbook and to provide context for our 
study of the Renaissance. I am looking for how well you comprehend the main ideas in the 
chapter and your ability to summarize what you read in succinctly written paragraphs.  

http://www.bibme.org/
https://online.seterra.com/en/vgp/3007
https://online.seterra.com/en/vgp/3453
https://online.seterra.com/en/vgp/3453

